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ILR program offers lifelong 
learning to area residents

ILR students Rhoda Taylor and Frank Hoffman review the course catalog.
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Read pages 10 and 11 to see 
what Cleveland has to offer.

School is back in session. 
Complete the Back to School 
Word Scramble on page 15 for 
your chance to win $30!

Read about Fred Howell and 
his passion for education on 
page 7.

SpruceWood Commons cel-
ebrates 10th anniversary. 
Read pages 8 and 9. By Daniel Casciato 

For Butler County Senior News 

Rhoda Taylor never wants to 
stop learning. The former Slip-
pery Rock University biology 
professor has had a lifelong 
passion for discovering new 
subjects. Now in her retirement 
years, Rhoda’s quest for knowl-
edge continues as a student 
of Slippery Rock University’s 
Institute for Learning in Retire-
ment (ILR).  

“We have an incredible, won-
derful program here at Slip-

pery Rock,” says Rhoda. “The 
courses run the gamut from 
some very intellectual topics to 
some practical topics. I don’t 
think there is another ILR in 
the country that has as wide a 
variety of things as we do.”

More than 250 colleges and 
universities across the country 
sponsor a lifelong learning pro-
gram. Slippery Rock University’s 
ILR was the first of its kind at a 
State System of Higher Educa-
tion institution. “The program 
was created because there were 
so many retired people in this 

area and no program available 
at the time that met their needs 
for learning,” says Constance 
Smith, registration coordinator 
for the ILR. 

Participation in ILR requires a 
membership. Current member-
ship dues are $100 for a full year 
and $60 for a half year. Two 
terms are held annually: the fall 
term runs from mid-September 
until the week of Thanksgiving; 
the spring term runs from mid-
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Only Amy’s Presence® wigs 
give you such realistic grays, 
while feeling so light, soft 
and natural. 

You’ll love how beautiful 
you look and feel!

Call today. You deserve it!

Amy’s Presence® “Mature - Feel Attractive” ad
(can be submitted for 4 color or black and white placement)

• Add your contact information to the box in the bottom of the ad 
and submit to the publisher, or

• Submit this document to the publisher and have them add your 
contact info, or

• Contact IHI to ad the contact info and submit it to the publication.
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matters.”
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Creative Hair Solutions
A Hairloss Studio for Women

Call for a free consultation (412) 492-1688

Finding it harder to care for 
yourself or a loved one?

We can help.

(724) 794-1654

Caring for people at home since 1987
Certified Provider for the PA Dept. of Aging

www.helpmatesinc.com

Helpmates, Inc.

ILR program offers lifelong learning to area residents
Continued from page 1

Students assist to prepare the course catalog for mailing.
Lynn Webster/Butler County Senior News

March until the end of May. This fall, 
ILR is offering between 50 to 60 classes 
and trips, and expects more than 170 
participants.  

Not only do they enjoy taking classes, 
but many of the members also enjoy 
volunteering. About a half dozen of 
them assist with registration and cleri-
cal work. Every August, some of the 
members help Constance stuff and 
prepare the course catalogs for the fall 
mailing.   

All ILR instructors, facilitators and trip 
leaders are unpaid volunteers. About 
half of the instructors are retired univer-
sity personnel; others are retired busi-
nessmen, school teachers, nurses and 
homemakers. There were 65 volunteer 
instructors in the spring. 

“The faculty members love ILR because 
this is a group who is interested in what 

is taught,” says Rhoda. “People come 
to class and ask questions and listen. 
Sometimes teachers find that students 
in their undergraduate classes aren’t 

that interested in what they teach be-
cause the students are required to take 
them. But this group is different. We take 
these classes because we want to.”

Larry Upton is another retired faculty 
professor from Slippery Rock who be-
came an ILR member. “The ILR provides 
an opportunity for ongoing learning in a 
whole variety of areas,” explains Larry, 
a former psychology professor who was 
part of the exploratory committee that 
helped bring the ILR to Slippery Rock. 

Since the program began in 2001, Larry 
has taken six to 10 courses each session, 
including: natural sciences (medicinal 
plants and herbs, mushrooms, geology, 
astronomy and birding), social sciences 
(Alaska, China, Middle East, Iraq and 
architecture of Pennsylvania) and 
humanities (music appreciation and 
film).  He has also taken several skills 
and fun courses such as computer ap-
plications, genealogy, religion, health 
and fitness, investment and estate 
planning, ballroom and line dancing, 
and even playing the harmonica. “All 
of the courses provide opportunities 
to learn things we know a little about 
but not as much as we’d like to,” he 
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SRU’s classroom setting is casual and comfortable.

Elect

John Olesnevich
Butler County

Treasurer
 

John Olesnevich is a Vietnam Veteran  
and Life-long resident of Butler County. 

Family – Married to Barbara for 38 years with four   
     children and four grandchildren. 

Education: 
• 1966 – Knoch High School
• 1977 – Clarion University BS in Business 

Administration, Accounting Major
• 2005 – Slippery Rock University BS in Elementary 

Education 

Experience:
• Tax Preparation, Personal, and Business for over 

thirty years.
• Auditor, Middlesex Township
• Financial Secretary, Butler County United Labor 

Council
• Treasurer, North Suburban Trap League

 
John Olesnevich believes there are two very important 
groups in Butler County, our Parents and our Children.

For innovative ideas in Butler County Government, 
Vote for John Olesnevich on November 6, 2007 

Website: www.Johno4treasurer.com
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says. “This provides a neat opportunity 
to learn things in very compatible ways 
along with taking classes with others 
who are similarly motivated.”

There is no age or educational require-
ment. Members’ ages range from 38 
through 103 and they come from a large 
geographical area: from Mercer and Oil 
City in the north to Tarentum and Gib-
sonia in the south.

ILR offerings are based on the inter-
ests of participants, resulting in a wide 
variety of topics. Specific course offer-
ings change each term, depending on 
participant’s interests and instructor 
availability.

Day trips around the region are also an 
important part of the program; they en-
able members to visit new places with-
out worrying about driving on unfamiliar 
routes and having to search for parking. 
Overnight trips are being worked into the 
schedule, as well.

Some ILR classes meet only once. Oth-
ers might range from five to 10 class 
meetings, depending on the instructor 
and topic. ILR also offers group travel 
through Collette Vacations. Upcoming 
trips include: Costa Rica (February), 
Canadian Rockies (June) and the Alpine 
Countries (August). The tentative 2009 
schedule includes Peru (February), the 
Italian Lake Region and the Greek Is-

lands (June), and northern United States 
National Parks (September).

While learning remains the motivation 
for area seniors to become members, 
the social aspect lends an added benefit. 
“This is an opportunity for people to 
meet new friends and people who share 
interest in the same topic as you do,” 
says Constance. “After you retire, you 
have an opportunity to do things you 
never had time for before. All of those 
things that you put on the back burner, 
you suddenly have the time to learn such 
as photography, learning how to quilt, 
learning about computers—or whatever 
interest you want to pursue for as long 
as you want to.”  

Larry agrees. “I truly believe that this 
is one of those things that enhance the 
lives of those who participate,” he says. 
“It not only provides them an opportu-
nity to learn but to also socialize. There 
are people you get to know and make 
friends. In fact, the first thing we do in 
a new class is to look around and see 
who is there; usually, many are friends 
but always several very welcome new 
faces.” BCSN

For more information, visit www.sru.
edu/ilr or call (724) 738-1604.

http://www.sru.edu/ilr
http://www.sru.edu/ilr



